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In the 1950s, people began hearing a new kind of music. It was 
called rock 'n' roff t and young people loved the sound of ft. To 
them , EMs Presley was the king of rock Vj ' roll. 


Elvis Presley 























1 Eivfc woj born Jan¬ 
uary 8, 1935 in 
Tupelo , Mississippi. 
His parents, Vernon 
and Gladys Presley, 
lived in a two-room 
house. 


Elvis Presley 


Vernon Presley did any kind of work ha could 


get—sharecropping, 
sorting lumber. 


iriving a milk truck, and 




sa??ia 

| Gladys took her son everywhere B 
ie went. Often they went to 


I like to see 
everyone 
shou t and 
-clap their 
"hands. _ 

M 


And they went to fairs. When 
Eivis was ten, he won a prize 
for singing at the Mississippi- 
Alabama Fair, 



Here's your 
prize money. rj 


May F have 


One day Elvis was 
Shopping with his 
parents. They 
bought him a 
guitar, and he 
learned to play it 
by copying the 
l sounds he heard 
on the radio. 


Yes, son, if you 
promise to use it. 


























































































Etvb Presley 




During high school 
Elvis had several jobs. 
But his parents left 
that he should spend 
his time studying. 
Even though they 
didn't have much, 
they always found a 
way to gi ve him 
spending money. 


I like this jab. ! 
can work and 
listen to music at 
the same time. 


After high school, 
Elvis got a job driv¬ 
ing a truck. He went 
to night school to 
learn to be an 
electrician. 



The men tease you because 
of your long hair. But they 
like you anyway. 


It doesn't bother 
me, I like them, 
too. 



in 1953 , Elvis paid 
four dollars to make 
a record as a surprise 
for his mother He 
sang two songs, "My 
Happiness" and 
'That's When Your 
Heartache Begins" 


I'd like to make a record. 
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Elvis Presley 



^&jnth^hre^r!ends 


To be on the Grand Ole Qpry 
was a great honor Elvis tvas 
soon asked to appear. But 
after the show .. . 


tried 

again. The second radio show 
in October , 1954, went so welt 
that they were offered a job. 


Son, you should 
go back to truck 
driving. 


Elvis felt so bad that he went 
home right away. He even for- 
got to take his suitcase. 


After that , whenever Elvis sang, 
the auditorium * * was fitted. 


Let's just hope 
this car doesn 't 
wear out before 
my wife finishes 
paying for it. , 


It's good of her to 
( work so she can give 
! us money. Someday 




well make it up to her 



The group was 
now catted the 
Blue Moon Boys. 
Bob Neat, their 
manager, set op 
several shows a 
week for them 
at schools in 
the South, 


Elvis wws on 
his way up. 
Billboard, 
the record 
magazine, 
wrote about 
him. 


And his singing style was draw¬ 
ing more and more attention. 
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The Colonel 













Tom Parker ; 


Tom Parker was born in 1910. 
He worked in a carnival. 


Hows busi¬ 
ness, Tom? 


I'm doing 
fine. 




At seventeen he had his own 
pony and monkey act. 


Elvis Presley 


ITHE COLONEL 




in f955 r Elm met Coionel 
change Elvis' life. 


Knowing him was to 


Later, he became manager for country singers Eddy Arnold and 
Hank Snow. He even pvt together his own traveling shows. 


Once , when Eddy Arnold coufdn 'f sing, the colonel brought out a 
new act— "dancing chickens ." Syr what Tom Parker really needed 
was a star. Soon he would find that person in Elvis. 


Later, he traveled with other car^ 
nivais and shows. He did any kind 
of work that would earn him 

Here you are, 
folksl Beauti- 


Once he painted sparrows yellow 
and sold them as canaries. He cut 
hot dogs in half and put each 
half at the end of the bun. Then 
he so/d them as 'Toot-tong hot 

dogs 1 ' 
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That year Eivis appeared on 
Hank Snow's radio show: Thar 
was when he met Torn Parker, 


By W55, with his records and concerts, Etvis was taking $2,000 
a week. He bought a pink Cadiiiac and a farge home for his parents. 


1956 was Elvis’ best year yet. With the colonel's help, he 
worked harder and made even more money. He appeared 

JI -11 , -— 

Knock 'em 
dead, kid! 


We received $1,250 for the 
"Dorsey Brothers Stage Sho w :" 
No one had never seen a singer 
fike Elvis before. 


He appeared twice with 
Milton Berie and got $5,000 p 
for each show. 1 


He also sang on a Steve Alien 


show. 


And he 


liven , 
three 


Because some people didn't iik 
his wild dancing, Elvis wa 
on the TV screen only from the 
waist up, ■ 


I'd like to help 
that boy I 


manager, the 
colonel be¬ 
came friends 
with Mr. and 
Mrs. Pres/ey. 


And in No¬ 
vember, 1955 
he took over 
Elvis'career. * 1 
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Music was never the same again. During the 1950s, Elvis 
made more gold records than many other stars did 
during their whole careers. 
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JailAioxisc 
Rock 


The next two movies were also hits. By now Btvis had thousands 
of fans. 


Colonel Parker atso arranged for Elvis to make 
three movies. 


The public loved 
Elvis' first movie. 
Love Me Tender. 

A iiliions of people 
wen t to see it 
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After Finishing Love Me 
Tender tin J95$ t the colonel 
arranged a crosscountry 
singing tour for Eivis. 




He still doesn't like to sing in 
front of large groups. 


But he's at! 
as soon 
begins. 


met by screaming crowds, 
teen-age girls. 



Ten /ears after winning a prize 
for singing "Old Strep"at the 
Mississippi-Alabama Fair , Elvis 
returned home to Tupelo. 


f 


Elvis learned 
one thing from 
his mother, 
He J s always 
polite. 


Generous, 
too. He's 
giving the 
money for his 
show to the 
city. 



About this time, the cobnel began setting pictures of Elvis at com 
certs . He also began to put Elvis pictures on anything he thought 
people would buy. 

There were Elvis tennis shoes, T-shirts, bracelets, and teddy bears . 
Many fans wanted to buy the things Colonel Parker had to self, it 
turned into a big business. 


fifty 


Here yop are, ladies and 
gentlemen! Get your 
picture of Elvis! Only 
cents! 
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/ft 1966, Eivis probably made ten miftion duffers. And 1957 
was a big year* too. 




** v * 




& aa ui 


in 1957, he bought Gracetend, an estate in Memphis. The 
house had twenty-three rooms, He also bought clothes, beau¬ 
tiful rings, big cars, buses, trucks, and motorcycles. He even 
had a special gate built outside Grace/and. 


You sing that | 
church music 
so weld 


Elm's parents i 
with him at Grace- 
land. So did his 
grandmother, an 
aunt, two uncles, 

arid Several of his 
old school friends. 


rz 


Elvis couldn't ap¬ 
pear in public be¬ 
cause he would 
be followed by 
hundreds of teen¬ 
age girls. So he 
had a group of 
close Friends who 
protected him 
from the crowds. 



Why do you all live 
with Elvis? 



Oh, he pays us 
to take care of 
him. We also 
keep his fans 
from hurting 
him* 


For fun, Elvis would rent an amusement park for the night. He 
and his group would invite their friends tojoin them there. 























































Elvis Presley 


THE ARMY 




vis career was interrupted. He was called to 
> army. His parents and friends went with him 

» up. 


Nobody J s going L 
to forget Elvis f 


newspaper men 
were there, too. 
And so LV3S the 
colonel who 
earned balloons 
printed with the 
name of Elvis' 
new movie. 



Someday HI 
grow it back 
again. , a 


The bus taking the new soldierM 
I to Fort Chaffee , Arkansas, n 

| stopped at a restauran t The 

I m 

■ re 


\giris who worked there began 
i fo fight over Elvis. 


He sat in this 
chair, and / 
wafted on him 


But I saw 
him first! 


Do you know how much we 
could get if we sold that hair 
to fans? 


Colonel Parker was sorry to see 
Elvis go into the army. He knew 
he would have to work hard to 
keep Elvis' fans interested in him. 
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Elvis was sent to Fort Hood, Texas, for Ns 
army training. There were some problems. 


He got over two thousand 
tetters this week! He's get 
ting too much attention. 
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His Mow soldiers liked Elvis 
because be acted just like any¬ 
one else. 


You must be able 
to read maps and 
recognize the 


rent 


papers said that Elvis lived 
"" in Germany. But 
it was really a simple bouse he 
shared with his father. 


At the end of September, J953 r the army sent 
Elvis to Germany. 


All the young people 
in Germany love rock 


in Germany t Elvis and his father met the women they were later fo 
merry. Efvis' wife was only fourteen when be met her. 
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tn March, I960, Etvis finished his army duty. When he arrived 
in the United States, he was greeted by hundreds of fans, the 
press , the co/onet, and friends, Nancy Sinatra was there to 
give him a gift from her father. 


We're all glad 
you're home! 


Besides receiving 


many gifts, Elvis 
was praised for 
\his service. 


White he was in the army t many people had tried flo 
copy him. 


Bye Bye Birdie, a show about 
rock 'n' roif singer named 
Birdie, played in New York, 


\Orr a TV show, Phit Stivers made 
\fun of Efvis'songs. 


But the colonel 
had made sure 
that Eivis' name 
ww stiff weft 
known. 


J 
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The 

Great Years 
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THE GREAT YEARS 


Elvis was as popular as ever. On tots train trip to Memphis , fans 
fined the tracks to greet him. 


They still love 
you, ElvisJ 


Parents loved Sinatra, 
and now their children 
love Elvis, 


After a few days at Grace (and. 
Etvis left for Miami Beach to 
do a TV show with Frank 
Sinatra. 


Efvis received $725,000 for six 
minutes on Sinatra's show. 



In 1961 Elvis gave two 
charity concerts — 
one in Memphis and 
one in Hawaii. In 
Hawaii, 26,000 fans 
greeted Elvis at the 
airport. 


That was his 
fast concert 
until 7969. 
Instead of 
giving com 
certs, Elvis 
made more 
movies. 
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From the spring of 
1962 to the win¬ 
ter of 1369, none 
of Eivis'songs be¬ 
came number one 
on the cherts. 


But the movies 
made plenty of 
money for him. 


The movies were made quickly in order to save money 
\and many people thought they were not well made. 
[But the public stiff went to see them. 






They played football, swam, 
and rode motorcycles . Mis 
friends said he was polite, 
generous, and fufi of fun, 


We love him like 
a brother, and 

we try to keep 

him happy. It's 
hard to be a 
star. 


Etvis could never appear in public without having crowds of 
fans around him. So he needed his friends more than ever. 
Together they tried w protect Etvis from the crowds, 


i do you really 
about Elvis? j 


How 


feel 


36 


H 




















































/*/ 


'flYfSerxf f 


Priscilla stayed with Vernon 
and Dee until she finished 
high school in 1963. 

imps —m- 


I like staying here. School 
i$ great! 


I One year Elvis ’ 
[girlfriend, Priscilla 
I Beaulieu, flew 
from Germany to 
I spend Christmas 
m Memphis. With 
them were Elvis' 
father and his 
stepmother Dee. 


is is a lot better than 
Christmas in the army. 


Elvis Presley 


Elvis 


ns spent most of his time 
Hollywood making movies. 


m 


For years the newspapers and movie magazines had been 
saying that Elvis was in love with one or another starlet. 


Do I look like 
a movie star? 
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dreds of people 


After they were 
married, Elvis 
and Priscitla spent 
much of their 
time at a ranch 
near Graceiand. 




It will be hard to 
leave all this and 
go back to work. 


Only the families 
^£1 went to the wed- 

r^T' ding, you know. 

~ But there are hun 


But 


May 


on 


1967 


tfvi$ 


Presley mar¬ 
ried Priscilla 
Beaulieu. 


th 


eception 


at 









But Elvis coufdn't settle down to married life, Priscilla left him 
in 1972, taking Usa Marie with her. 


Calls are coming in from 
all over the world I 


guards are 
on duty to keep 
the fans away. 


$8 














































Elvis Presley 


■ 




Because Ehis was busy thing bis persona/ fife, he did not 
appear in pubfie after 1962. Many of his fans began to follow 
Bob Dylan, the Beatles, and the Rolling 5rones. 






f came all the 
way from Engl and 


And that song, If I 
Can Dream/' is sure 
to be a hit. 


I came from 
Australia. 


fn July, 19GB, 

Etvis appeared 
in person at 
the international 
Hotel in Las 
Vegas. Fans 
came from all 
over the world 
to see him. He 
was on top again. 

From then on Elvis appeared in Las Vegas for one month in the winter 
and one month in the summer , He was paid one million dollars each 
time. He also appeared at the Houston Astrodome. 
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in 1973Elvis and Prisc/tfa were 
divorced 


His concerts in Las Vegas, the Houston Astrodome, and New 
York City's Madison Square Garden in the 7970s were very 
successful. But Elvis was beginning to have problems 


His hair is gray 
now/. He dyes 
it black. 
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Elvis Presley 



Y\ THE LEGEND/ / 


We 


lost 


yoo 

dav, 


friend 


to 


AnmMargaret 
had made a movie 
wi th Etvis, and 
they had remained 
good friends. 

When she heard 
of his death, she 
was very sad 


Something is 
wrong. Every 
time I do a 
show, Elvis 
sends me a 
guitar made 
of flowers. 11 
hasn't come 
this Time, 


Frank Smatra 
dedicated a 
concert to 
Fivis. 




And over 100,000 fans went to Gracefand to honor him. The 
country was sad to have tost Eivis so soon. 

.//iiLT-Ty ' i / mu m 


Memphis towered its ftags tv 
honor him. Tetephone catts 
came in from aft over the wortd 
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Eivis had been " king ," and much gossip had been 
written about him „ 

































































Elvis Presley 




When Elvis was eighteen, he paid $4,00 to make a record; 


/ f Do you remember? 


When Elvis was bom in Mississippi his parents lived in: 
a, a mansion, b. an apartment c. a two^room house. 


k 


a. to give to his mother. 

b. to send to disc jockeys, 

c. to hear how he sounded. 
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Tom Parker was EI vis Presleys manager. He was called; 
X the major. b. the minor, c, the colonel. 
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Quiz 

Yourself 


(Answers at end of section) 









Elvis Presley 


Wfafds to know 


gos&p 

charts 




Singing style 
tour 


Using the wards above, complete the fallowing sentences. 

, Fans bought Elvis' records by the millions. Many of his songs 
were number one on the _ for weeks. 


concert 


stories that are probably not true 

listings of songs 
according to the 
number of records 
people buy 

songs done in a 
show for the public 

the Special way one person sings 

a series of concerts given in different cities 



Can you use them? 


2. Before the_was over, the singing group had 

performed in more than fifty cities. 

Fans waited two days in the cold to buy tickets to Elvis Pres- 
ley's_ 


It te not a good idea to spread _ ___ about some¬ 

one. 






51 














POCKET BIOGRAPHIES 


Using pictures 


In reading illustrated stories, you 
will find it helpful to "read" the pic tunes 
as welt as the words. Look at this picture. 
It shows how the people of Elvis' home- 
town felt about him after he became 
famous. They named a day after him and 
held a parade in his honor. As you read 
this story, look carefully at the pictures, 
and you will see how people all over the 
world felt about Elvis Presley. 






While you are reading 


Elvis Presley became popular partly because Colonel Tt 
Parker was able to have him appear often before the public. Whtl 
you are reading, list some of the shows and movies that helf 
Elvis become a star. 
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Elvis Presley 

How well did you read? 

When you have finished reading, answer the following Questions, 

1. Which of the following were problems that Elvis Presley faced 

as the king of rock V roll? 

(Check the correct answers.) 

_s. His movies were not 

popular. 

___ b. He was called into the 

army. 

_ c. Hundreds of teenage girls followed him wherever 

he went. 

■X _ d. Elvis lost his voice in the war. 

_ e. Other singers became more popular, 

2. Elvis had a number of friends living with him and his family 

at Grace land because: 

(Check the correct answer.) 

—__ a, they were poor and needed his help. 

_ b. his house was so big that he rented rooms. 

_c, the police told him 

to keep people 
around for protec¬ 
tion from robbers. 

- d. they protected him 

from the thousands 
of fans who always 
crowded around him. 
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3. Who was responsible for giving Elvis his first break as a record¬ 
ing star? 



(Check the correct answer.) 


_ a. Sam Phillips 

b, Scotty Moore 

_ c. Bob Neat 

_ d. Phil Stivers 

- e. Hank Snow 


4. Elvis would not give concerts when he was in the army be¬ 
cause:: 

(Check the correct answer.) 


Colonel Parker said it would not be good for hit 
career, 

_ b. the army would 

not pay him 
enough money. 



c. he wanted to be 
treated exactly 
like the other sol¬ 
diers. 

d. his mother's 
death had upset 
him. 
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Elvis Presley 


5. What things ware done to honor Elvis when he died? 
(Check the correct answers,} 

_ _ a. The newspapers printed gossip about him, 

_b. Frank Sinatra dedicated a concert to him. 

_ c. His home was made into a museum. 

_d, Memphis lowered its flags. 

-— e, Over 100,000 fans went to Graceiand. 


f. President Carter praised him. 



Using what you've read 

Eflyis Presley's concert tours look him to many cities across 
the country. Some of his concerts were given in schools. Imagine 

that you have been asked to introduce him 
to the audience when be appears in your 
school. What will you say? Write an intro¬ 
duction telling your audience who Elvis 
Presley is and what he's done. Keep it short, 
but make sure you cover aEl the important 
points. 
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ANSWER KEY 


ELVIS PRESLEY 
Can you use them? 

1. charts 

2 . tour 

5. singing style 
How well did you read? 

1, b, c, e 

2. d 

5, b, d, e, f 


concert 

gossip 


a 

c 
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CLASSICS 

C 1 Black Beauty 

C 2 The Call of the Wild 

C 3 Dr, Jekyli and Mr. Hyde 

C 4 Dracula 

C 5 Frankenstein 

C G Huckleberry Finn 

C 7 Moby Dick 

C 8 The Red Badge of Courage 

C 3 The Time Machine 
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C13 The Great Adventures of Sherlock Holmes 

C14 Gulliver's Travels 

C15 The Hunchback of Notre Dame 
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Cl 7 Journey to the Center of the Earth 

CIS Kidnapped 

CTO The Mysterious island 
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C21 The Story of My Life 

C22 A Tale of Two Cities 

C23 The Three Musketeers 

C24 The War of the Worlds 
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C29 The House of the Seven Gables 
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031 The Last of the Mohicans 

032 The Best of Q, Henry 

033 The Best of Poe 

C34 Two Years Before the Mast 

035 White Fang 

C36 Withering Heights 

037 Ben Hur 

C38 A Cnr Estmas Carol 

C39 The Food of the Gods 

040 Ivanhoe 

C41 The Man in the Iron Mask 

C42 The Prince and the Pauper 

043 The Prisoner of Zenda 

044 The Return of the Native 

C45 Robinson Crusoe 

046 The Scarlet Pimpernel 

C47 The Sea Wolf 

C48 The Swiss Famiiy Robinson 

049 Billy Budd 

C5Q Crime and Punishment 

051 Don Quixote 

C52 Great Expectations 

C53 Heidi 

054 The I Iliad 

CSS Lord Jim 

056 The Mutiny on Board H.M,S. Bounty 

C57 The Odyssey 

CSS Oliver Twist 

059 Pride and Prejudice 
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SHAKESPEARE 

S 1 As You Like It 
S 2 Hamlet 
S 3 Julius Caesar 
$ 4 King Lear 
S 5 Macbeth 

S 6 The Merchant of Venice 

S 7 A Midsummer Might's Dream 

S 8 Othello 

S 9 Romeo and Juliet 

SID The Taming of the Shrew 

SI 1 The Tempest 

SI 2 Twelfth Might 




COMPLETE LIST OF POCKET CLASSICS AVAI LAB LE 
(cont'dl 

BIOGRAPHIES 

B 1 Charles Lindbergh 
B 2 Amelia Earhart 
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Elvis Presley 

) 

I 

The lives of well-known men and women have in¬ 
fluenced and shaped our history. In the Pocket 
Biographies, we meet many of these people whose 
contributions to science, government, medicine, 
sports and entertainment have deeply affected aJI 
of us. Their achievements support the famous 
statement of Thomas Carlyle: "Biography is the 
only history," 


















































